
Dear members, friends and supporters 
 
Elms Lawn Tennis Club - COVID 19 News Update No.1 –21 March 
2020 
 
I am writing following the club’s committee meeting this week (online) when 
we carefully reviewed the plans for this year’s grass court season.  We agreed 
that it was crucial to open the courts for you to play tennis whilst following 
government guidelines for social distancing. 
 
I will say more about the current LTA guidance later on in this email.  But first 
of all I wanted to thank those members who have come forward to support the 
club, your commitment is much appreciated at this time of uncertainty and 
anxiety to all of us. 
 
The current plan is to open the courts for play in the first week of May to all 
members. There will, however, be a number of changes which reflect the 
current government and LTA advice and I have outlined these below, of 
course these will be reviewed as the COVID19 situation develops: 
 
The plan 

• The courts will be open seven days a week for play (from 11 am on 
wards) 

• Individuals are welcome to organise and play 
• There will be no club nights  
• The clubhouse will remain closed in line with no club nights 
• There will be no league matches nor any club competitions and or 

tournaments 

 
Organising and Playing 

• Please use your own tennis balls or collect a club tube for your own 
use 

• Nets will be left up and should not be taken down at the end of play to 
minimise unnecessary contact with handles 

• The gates will be left open from 11am to 9pm - again avoiding 
unnecessary contact with locks and chains 

• Use common sense to maintain social distancing, playing singles or 
doubles 

 
Guidance on hygiene 

• Please wash your hands thoroughly before and after play at the 
outside tap 

• Do not share drinking bottles or drinks 



• Please bring your own soap or hand sanitiser and towel and please 
take all used tissues and other items with you for disposal 

• For those members who have access to the clubhouse the same 
rules apply when coming into contact with handles, surfaces and 
other articles 

Organising and Playing 

• To help organise and play - you can join the Elms Organise & Play 
WhatsApp group to do this, simply email your mobile number 
to info@elmstennis.co.uk  

• If you do not have access to WhatsApp please and wish to contact 
players please email info@elmstennis.co.uk and we will find a way of 
linking you up with a group or a player you wish to have a game with. 

• We will continue to comply with date protection requirements 

• Once you have organised a play session 
please email info@elmstennis.co.uk  giving the names of players and 
day and time of play.  

 
Membership Fees 

• I recognise that these are not normal times but would ask you renew 
your membership in April and help us get through this period of huge 
uncertainty.  Fees can be paid by cheque or through bank transfer.   

• Cheques should be made payable to Elms Lawn Tennis Club, and 
post it to Cathy Alexander, 7	Elm	Grove,	Taunton	TA1	1EG 

• Bank transfers made to:  

  • Account Name: Elms Lawn Tennis Club 
  • Account No: 61011553 
  •  Sort Code: 40-44-04 
 
LTA Guidance Coronavirus (COVID-19) - Advice for venues – 
19/03/2020 
As this is a rapidly evolving issue, please refer to regularly for the latest 
advice and guidance on dealing with Covid-19. 
https://www.lta.org.uk/about-us/tennis-news/news-and-opinion/general-
news/2020/march/coronavirus-covid-19-advice-for-venues/ 
 
The Government have currently indicated that physical exercise (including 
grass roots coaching) that takes place at a safe distance from others and in 
safe exercise environments is something that can continue at this time. 
The Department of Culture, Media and Sport has specifically advised us that 
tennis is in fact one of the best examples of social distancing in practice, and 
so should be encouraged as long as the guidance permits.  If a venue decides 
to continue coaching or tennis activity, we want to provide some practical 



suggestions to help you to operate in line with the Government’s advice. 
Adapting sessions to accommodate the advice on social distancing: 

• Adopt low player-to-court ratios (such as singles or doubles) or individual 
coaching as per the Government’s advised social distancing measures 
(defined by Public Health England as spending no more than 15 minutes 
and not within a 2-metre distance talking to someone) 

• Avoid close proximity when giving feedback, or when players are resting 
Ensure no physical contact between players during warm-ups or games 
No other unnecessary extra-curricular or social activity should take place 

• Adopting best practice in relation to hygiene, especially before and after 
training sessions, including but not limited to 

 

• Players should wash hands before and after a tennis session without 
exception (or use an alcohol gel if washing hands is not possible) 

• Clean and wipe down equipment, including rackets, courtside benches, 
cones. Do not allow racket sharing or use of communal rackets 

• For tennis balls, consider using new balls where possible, and consider 
using a small number of balls for a lesson so fresh balls can be used for 
each session; achieve this in a financially feasible way, coaches can 
consider using a small number of balls (1-2 cans) for a lesson so fresh 
balls can be used for each session 

• Avoid touching your face  
• Outdoor courts and open spaces are preferable to small indoor spaces  

Please feel free to get in touch if you would like to discuss any aspect of this 
advice and in the mean time keep well, healthy and look after yourselves and 
those that are close to you. 
 
Thank you very much for your on going support. 
 
Best wishes 
 
Karuna  
Chair - on behalf of the Elms Management Committee  
	


